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Objectives

Å Acquire an overview of the Health Inequalities Data Tool

Å Learn how to interpret measures of inequality used in the Data Tool

Å Acquire an understanding of how the Data Tool can be used in health 

promotion work, including program planning, evaluation, and policy 

development and analysis

Å Through a hands-on, interactive 20 minute case study, learn how to use 

the Data Tool to access and interpret health inequalities data relevant to 

priority health issues and population groups in Ontario



Health Inequalities

Health inequalities refer to differences in health status between groups 

in society

These differences can be due to biological factors, individual choices, or 

chanceéé

But public health evidence suggests that many health inequalities are 

attributable to the unequal distribution of the social and economic 

factors that influence health (e.g. income, education, employment, social 

supports)
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When Health Inequalities are unjust, unfair and avoidable, 

we call them ñHealth Inequitiesò



Measuring, monitoring, and reporting on health inequities: 

a global call-to-action
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2008 2011 2015

In order to redress the legacy of 

residential schools and advance the process of 

Canadian reconciliation, the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission makes the following 

calls to actioné



Measuring, monitoring, and reporting on health 

inequities: Canadian drivers
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Joint Federal/Provincial/Territorial Response
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Å Objective: To strengthen knowledge 

and action on health inequalities in 

Canada through improved data 

infrastructure and reporting

Å Collaborative initiative between 

federal, provincial, and territorial 

governments 

Å Allows us to measure and monitor 

health inequalities that inform efforts 

to reduce health inequities to

advance health equity

Federal agency for 

statistical information

Federal lead for advancing action on health 

equity and the social determinants of health

Forum for federal, provincial, and territorial public 

health coordination and decision-making

Non-governmental organization for health 

and health system information

Canadaôs premier source of 

information about First 

Nations people living on 

reserve and in northern 

communities



Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Reporting Initiative: 

Data Sources and Custodians
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ÅCanadian Tuberculosis Reporting System

ÅNational HIV/AIDS Surveillance System

ÅFirst Nations 

Regional Health 

Survey

ÅHospital Mental 

Health Database

ÅEarly Development 

Instrument



Two Key Products of our Initiative
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